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Brussels, 9 December 2020 - “Fours months have passed since the so-called presidential 

election in Belarus. The findings of the Rapporteur under the Moscow Mechanism of the human 

dimension of the OSCE, Professor Wolfgang Benedek, are unequivocal. First, this election fell 

short of all basic international standards and was not transparent, free or fair. Second, human 

rights abuses were found to be massive, systematic and proven beyond doubt. 

In this context, our Delegation held today a meeting on the political situation in Belarus with 

Professor Katarzyna Wolczuk (University of Birmingham, Chatham House) and MP Kimmo 

Kiljunen, Rapporteur on Belarus for the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. 

The transition of power should be the result of a genuine, national process involving relevant 

political forces and civil society actors. 

Until we attain this goal, the European Union needs short-term agility and a long-term strategy. 

Always vocal about democracy and the rule of law, the EU has a chance now to live up to its 

ambitions, becoming more visible and more active. Lives and livelihoods are at stake: the EU 

must build up its expertise, gather evidence and bring much-needed assistance to the victims of 

repression, may they be physically wounded or psychologically traumatised protesters, 

dismissed workers or failing businesspeople. By doing so, it will prove that it stands by the 

brave people of Belarus in their quest for dignity and freedom.” 
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